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9/11 Steel
Case Presents Three 

Very Special V-42 Knives
by Frank Trzaska

One of three Case V-42
presentation knives made
from World Trade Center
steel. Attending the 
presentations were 

(upper photo, L to R) Case’s
Fred Feightner, Sgt. Maj.
Parry L. Baer, Lt. Gen. John
F. Mulholland Jr., and Col.
Lewis Powers. Lower photo,
L to R: Penny Gutierrez, 
Eugene Gutierrez, and
Lt. Gen. Mulholland

Eugene Gutierrez, an original
member of WWII’s First Special
Service Force, had some touching
remarks for those in attendance.
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I found myself walking through New
York City into the 9/11 Memorial Museum
the morning of November 9, 2017, a
Thursday. This was the culmination of a
plan made five days earlier that actually
had its beginnings in 2010. I was an in-
vited guest of W.R. Case and Sons Cutlery
as a member of the press, representing
KNIFE Magazine along with our editor
and publisher Mark Zalesky. As we ap-
proached the museum, New York was
bustling with activity as usual; we in-
quired and were directed to the entrance
and a young lady with a clipboard. Our
names were on the list and we were
granted entrance through the doors and
the metal detectors. Fortunately, I had the
sense to leave my pocket knife at home for
this trip in NYC. Once through the screen-
ing we were told several guests had ar-
rived prior to us and were led to the
correct room. Suddenly, we were in the
presence of some of the finest people in the
world: Special Forces in dress uniform,
members of New York’s Finest Police in
dress uniform and members of the Central
Intelligence Agency  – that was a wakeup
call, all in this hallowed place. We were
there to attend the presentation of three
Case V-42 knives made from the steel of
the World Trade Center towers that were
targeted in the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001.

Those of you who follow my writings
may remember the article I wrote for the
March 2015 issue of Knife World, unveil-
ing the rebirth of the V-42 by Case and my
small involvement in it. Back in 2010,
Case was contacted by the Special Forces
Association to recreate the V-42 knife as a
tribute to the members of the First Special
Service Force. As their numbers were rap-
idly decreasing with the aging members, it
was determined that it was now or never
to get this project rolling. Telephone calls,
emails and knives were flying rapidly as
the engineers and draftsmen at Case
worked to get it right, prototypes were
made and rejected as materials and tech-
niques were explored to make a knife that
was essentially hand crafted by master
cutlers in 1942. Not an easy task. Behind
the scenes, Bob Brugh of the Special Op-
erations Association, Montana Chapter,
was the driving force to see this project
done and done correctly. The project cul-
minated when Case announced the release
of the new V-42 at the 2015 SHOT show.
It was a project that had the help of many
people along the way, headed by active
duty and retired Special Forces Operators,
Sergeants to Generals were in the chain
making this happen. The primary require-
ment was that the new V-42 had to be a
knife capable of going into battle today,
worthy of the men it represented. That
mission was accomplished, and the knife
met with wide acclaim.

Back to the present. As the event was
hosted by W.R. Case and Sons Cutlery, the
Master of Ceremonies was Fred Feightner
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of W.R. Case & Sons Cutlery Co. Fred
spoke a bit about the formation of the V-
42, how Case was the only one to ever
make the knife and the significance the
knife has long held with Case. Lt. General
John F. Mulholland Jr. was the main
speaker at the event – fitting, as the Gen-
eral was one of the early drivers who got
this project going. Ably assisted by his for-
mer Command Sergeant Major Parry
Baer, a very nice touch putting the old
team back together, the General, then a
Colonel, commanded the 5th Special Forces
Group and created Task Force Dagger to
take the fight to the enemy who had at-
tacked the United States on the fateful
day of September 11th. Note the name,
Task Force Dagger. The General spoke of
putting together the team for Task Force
Dagger and the dangers the men would be
faced with, the unknown, going in almost
blind to that area of the world and working
with code named CIA operatives to gather
needed intelligence. Operational Detach-
ment A555, (ODA555) would be hundreds
of miles from any allied forces, and hours
from any possible extraction in the event
of a collapse of the Northern Alliance
forces around them. In short, Triple
Nickel’s mission to Bagram, Afghanistan
wasn’t just dangerous, but hazardous in
extremes unimaginable even to Hollywood
movie screenwriters.

Also at the dedication were Chief War-

rant Officer Brad Fowers and Sergeant
Major Michael Bowman, who were among
the first boots on the ground in
Afghanistan, later to be known as Horse
Soldiers. For all the high tech gear the
U.S. has in its arsenal, those men worked
with and led the Northern Alliance that
traveled on horseback. (“When in Rome…
”) Also in attendance was Eugene Gutier-
rez, an original member of the World War
Two group The First Special Service Force
whose leader, General Robert T. Freder-
ick, designed and procured the first Case
V-42 knives specifically for this group.
Gene, at 96 years of age, walked up the
steps to the podium and gave a speech
about the Force concluding with a prayer
written by a Forceman who died at Anzio.
Touching. 

The three knives made from World
Trade Center steel were encased in
wooden presentation boxes with etched
glass panels highlighting the Twin Tow-
ers, the Task Force Dagger insignia and
the sculpture of The Horse Soldier that
sits outside the 9/11 Memorial in New
York City. In the Task Force Dagger logo
we find different symbols of Special Oper-
ations and the history of unconventional
warfare. We have the V-42 fighting knife
representing the OSS and Jedburgh
Teams of World War Two that the task
force would be emulating, and the First
Special Service Force as the ultimate un-

conventional force. The V-42 knife is front
and center in the Task Force Dagger logo
to show the lineage and history of Special
Operations. The Eagle reflects Task Force
Dagger’s ability to conduct swift, powerful
and precise targeting against the terror-
ists and oppressors. The eagle and the
dagger combine to reflect the unit’s history
and connection to unconventional warfare
to succeed. These features reflect our
strength, history, and honor. Across the
top of the glass is etched SEPTEMBER 11
MEMORIAL V-42 and on the bottom of
the wood case it has DE OPPRESSO
LIBER, “to free the oppressed,” which is
the Special Forces motto. 

The World Trade Center steel incorpo-
rated into the V-42s was originally pre-
sented by the Port Authority of New York
and New Jersey to the United States Army
Special Operations Command. Lieutenant
General Mulholland, a senior officer in the
United States Army and former Associate
Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency for Military Affairs, coordinated
the delivery of the recovered World Trade
Center steel to the Case factory in Brad-
ford, Pennsylvania, and commissioned the
development of the memorial knives. Fred
Feightner relayed to us in conversation
that he’d received a brief phone call that
said “You will be receiving steel from the
World Trade Center,” and that was it,
click. The steel arrived at Case on a

(L to R) Lieutenant General Mulholland,  former Associate Director of the Central Intelligence Agency for Military Affairs,
made the presentations to Colonel Lewis Powers, Commander of the U.S. Army’s 5th Special Forces Group; Toni Hiley, Di-
rector of the CIA Museum and Alice Greenwald, President and CEO of the National September 11 Memorial & Museum.
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shrink-wrapped pallet, with no one in the
receiving department knowing what it
was, so they put it aside thinking its owner
would turn up. It looked like rusted scrap,
so nobody put a rush on it. It sat in the
back for three weeks before someone men-
tioned a pallet with a big chunk of steel on
it to Fred and he remembered the call –
good thing they put it aside and did not
just get rid of it!

The Task Force V-42 knives represent
the three forces that responded to the 9/11
tragedy, The Special Forces, The CIA and
the NYC First Responders. The three
knives will be housed in the 5th Special
Forces Museum, the CIA Museum and the
9/11 Memorial Museum. At the ceremony
to accept the knives were: Colonel Lewis
Powers, Commander of the U.S. Army’s
5th Special Forces Group; Toni Hiley, Di-
rector of the CIA Museum and Alice
Greenwald, President and CEO of the Na-
tional September 11 Memorial & Museum.

These knives have the distinctive V-42
stiletto blade and are double-concave
ground, yielding the knife’s signature cen-
ter line along the length of the blade. They
are blued to retain their characteristic
look. Other notable attributes include a
leather-covered and blued steel guard, a
hand-worked leather handle, and a
threaded and pinned-on pommel. The sig-
nature ‘thumbprint’ is embedded in the
knife’s obverse ricasso, which historically
served to help soldiers orientate their
blades with a sure grip. The Task Force V-
42 knives feature a special tang stamp on
the blade to accentuate the historical sig-
nificance of the steel that comprises them.
The three knives will never be for sale, but
just in case, they are marked differently. 

The day ended with us getting up close
and personal looks at the knives and the
cases, shaking many hands and putting
some faces with the names and email cor-
respondence we have had for many years.

[It was great finally meeting you, Bob!] We
were then taken on a private tour of the
9/11 Memorial Museum, located under-
ground on the site of the twin towers; it is
an amazing, emotionally charged place
and a must-see stop if you are ever nearby.
The Museum’s Case V-42 will be proudly
displayed there for the visiting public to
see, in a location yet to be determined.

Mark and I then saddled up and made
our way to the next stop via subway – but
that’s another story for another day. p
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30th Annual
Keystone

Blade Assoc.

Feb. 24-25, 2018
Country Cupboard Inn,

Lewisburg, PA
Rt US 15 - 4 miles South of Interstate 80
Saturday 9 to 5, Sunday 9 to 3
Set up 7 to 9  Admission $4.00

Tables $30.00

 For Rooms:
Country Cupboard 570-524-5500

For info:
Marlyn Kepner at 570-584-4835 or

stetson718@gmail.com

Mail Reservations to:

Arthur Fryling, 
248 Central Road,
Bloomsburg, PA

17815
PH 570-204-1544

Knife Show

L Knives and related items ONLY
L New and Old Factory Knives 
L Custom Knives & Knife Supplies

Left, left to right: KNIFE Magazine Ed-
itor Mark Zalesky, Eugene and Penny
Gutierrez, and author Frank Trzaska. 
Above: The logo of Task Force Dagger
on a challenge coin, with the V-42 knife
front and center.
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